
Issue 6: November 2017 

 

 

The Westerly 
News blowing in from 

Westerham U3A 

 
Contact us 
Keep in touch: 

TALK to any of the 
Committee members (see 
p 4) at one of our meetings 

EMAIL 

westerhamu3a@hotmail.co.uk 

WATCH 
www.westerhamu3a.org – 
our website detailing new 
events and outings, study 
groups and activities 

WRITE 
c/o Membership Secretary, 
Moffat, Pains Hill, 
Limpsfield, Oxted, Surrey, 
RH8 0RG 

Tel: 01883 716980 

Message from our Chair 

There are many people who make Westerham U3A 

the success it is, and I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank everyone: the committee who 

continue to work behind the scenes to keep our 

U3A running so smoothly (their dedication is 

second to none); the many group leaders; the meet 

and greet team at Open Meetings and everyone 

who helps with teas; and last, but not least, all of 

you who participate in the study groups and come 

to meetings. 

In November, the group leaders lunch provided the 

opportunity to discuss our planned Open Day, 

scheduled for March 2018.  This will be the 

showcase for Westerham U3A and all it does, giving 

the opportunity for members to find out about 

other groups and for non-members to see what we 

do. It was great to see that the proposal was met 

with enthusiasm. 

It is a pleasure and privilege to be the Chairman of 

such a thriving U3A. On behalf of the committee, I 

would like to wish everyone a very merry Christmas 

and a happy and prosperous New Year. 

Tina Rhoda ☺ 

Chairman 



Issue 6: November 2017 

  

[SIDEBAR TITLE] 

DEVON HOLIDAY 

We are looking forward to our 

first holiday to the lovely 

village of Dunster in 

Somerset and Exmoor.  

There is a programme of 

visits, accommodation is half 

board and all transport is 

included. Full details and 

application forms can be 

found on the website; there is 

a minimum of 8 participants. 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

Members voted over-

whelmingly to have  our 

Christmas lunch at the 

Westerham Golf Club. Nearly 

120 members have signed up, 

and the Committee looks 

forward to seeing you all 

there. As the event is now 

fully booked please email if 

you cannot come, or if you 

would like to be wait listed. 

Merry Christmas all!  

 

STUDY GROUPS 

RUNNING 

 

Allotment Group - Appreciating Architecture 

- Appreciating Great Paintings - Archaeology & 

History – Badminton - Basic Science Concepts -  

Birdwatching - Bridge (teams & improvers) - 

Book Club  - Circle Dancing - Current Affairs - 

Cycling - Digital Image Manipulation 

Photography (1st  year/2nd year/3rd year) – 

Family History - Fly Fishing - French (beginners & 

conversation & advanced) - Gardening - 

Handicrafts –   I-Pad - Italian Conversation - 

Local Studies - London Studies - Mahjong - 

Military History  -  Opera - Poetry - Public 

Speaking - Science and Technology - Small 

Houses and Gardens of Historical Interest - 

Spanish (beginners & conversation) - Sunday 

Lunch - Theatre and Film  - Travel Book Club 

– Veterans’ Tennis - Walking Group (pictured) - 

Watercolour Painting - Wine and beer 

Appreciation – Ukulele (pictured) - Yoga. 

Please come to an OM to see the display boards 

showing the latest groups + spaces.  The Group 

Leaders’ contact details are in your Handbook – 

it is up to you to make contact with them.  

Potential new groups: Is there any interest in 

learning Latin? Or playing board games? 
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A TOUR AROUND STUDY GROUPS – from France to the future … 

 

The Advanced French Group visited Calais and are pictured with Churchill and de Gaulle 

The Science & Technology (S&T) Group launched their 2017-18 programme with a 

presentation entitled ‘Depth and Space - deceiving the eye in the contained frame’.  

This was then followed by a presentation on the International Space Station. As well as 

political issues around the Space Race, there was a video tour within a space station, 

exploring not just the facilities, but also the physical and physiological issues of e.g. 

prolonged weightlessness of a life in space. 

In December a ‘Bring a Topic’ session will feature 5-minute talks on a S&T subjects of 

personal interest to attendees. In 2018, topics will include Life in 2070, Quantum 

Computers, Bionic Man - Spare Parts Surgery, Driverless Cars and Cyber Security. 

Anne Enright’s The Green Road was the selected read of Book Group 1.  It is not unlike a 

collection of short stories, featuring the dysfunctional Madigan family in Co. Clare – 

widowed Rosaleen and her four children.  

Chapters are set in the New York art world, in Mali, Dublin and County Clare.  A rich 

language, including country dialect, vividly describes the inter-generational differences 

and the emotional roller-coasters of their lives. The final focus is on the family’s coming 

together from their far-flung existences for one last Christmas before the threatened 

sale of the family home … among the evening mists on the Green Road.   

Meanwhile, the Handicraft Group has been busy making mosaic wall hangings and 

garden ornaments (pictured), fabric beads and broaches, ribbon weaving and rustic 

candle holders. As the Christmas season approaches, they are making festive wreaths, 

baubles and angels. 

There are spaces in the S&T Group and Book Groups. Fancy getting arty or speaking a 

language?  Why not start up a new group?  There is plenty of help and encouragement. 
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THE NEW COMMITTEE  

Chairman: Tina Rhoda 

Vice Chair and groups 

coordinator: Stuart Barnes 

Secretary: Linda Little 

Treasurer: Alan Essex 

Membership secretary: Tony 

Pearson 

PR/Promotion: Anita Perrett 

Local and National events: 

Sue Hurst 

Committee members:  

Kay Ions and Sharon Lord 

_________________________ 

 Always a welcome at OMs!

 

Our U3A tree will be in the 

Church until 10 December. 

OPEN MEETINGS – DATES and 

SPEAKERS for 2018 

11 January  Paul Butts  

Air Ambulance – Its Lifesaving Work 

8 February  Steve Edney:  

 10 Years at the Salutation Garden 

8 March   WU3A Open Day 

12 April  Pat Bryer: Choice Joyce (Grenfell) 

10 May  Chris Buckwell:  

 The work of a UK Immigration Judge 

14 June  Christopher Lloyd:  Shakespeare 

12 July  Margaret Watson: The Harp 

9 August  No meeting 

13 Sept  Tom Way: Wildlife Photography 

11 October  Briar Blake: Setting the Scene 

8 November  Ian Keable:  

 The history of the Cartoon 

13 December Members’ Christmas lunch 

OMs are held at Westerham Hall at 14.00.  There 

is disabled access and parking outside (payable) 

or free in the nearby Darent Car Park.  

COFFEE MORNING DATES 2018 

8 January; 5 February; 5 March; 9 April; 7 May 

(tbc); 4 June; 2 July; 3 September; 1 October;  

5 November; 3 December. 

Coffee Mornings are usually held on the first 

Monday of each month (except months with 

bank holidays), at the Grasshopper on the 

Green, from 10.30.  A small charge is levied for 

teas/coffees. 


