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4th October 1957 A
Launch of Sputnik 1. &4
The Soviet Union 7
launched the first
artificial satellite into [
orbit. This shock to | §
the Western World |

kicked off the Space g
Race =

Fascinating Facts!

| 12t October 1810
7 The 15t Oktoberfest was
held to celebrate the

4 Ludwig of Bavaria. It is

the world’s largest beer

festival — but now starts
in September!

Next Coffee Morning is Wednesday 7" October at 10.30am in the Hall Front Room
-= __ Atour coffee mornings there is a chance to meet new friends, often newly
joined members who are a bit nervous about not knowing anyone. Don’t forget
. there is no such thing as a stranger — they are just friends you have yet to
meet - so come along and meet them on Wednesday!

Open Meeting on Thursday 8" October at 2pm in Westerham Hall + AGM
followed by ‘Ghosts of Hampton Court’ by Sarah Slater,

She will talk about her experiences working with the ghosts at Hampton Court
Palace, giving a glimpse of what it is like to wander the galleries late at night all
alone in the dark! The audience is led on an exploration of the stories and sightings
of some ghosts that have been reported over the last few centuries!

Annual General Meeting Thursday 8" October at 2pm
Your presence is vital! Please attend if you possibly can!

Dates for your Diary

Wednesday 4" November - Coffee morning

Thursday 121" November - "A Lighthearted look at our Christmas Traditions" by Gilly Halcrow
Wednesday 18" November — Note: Rescheduled date for our Annual Quiz

Thursday 10" December - Christmas Lunch + Quiz, Westerham Golf Club

In Memory

With profound sadness we heard of the death of member, Alison Nuttall, who passed away
peacefully at home on Thursday 3rd September, with her family at her bedside. She had been a
member from 2018 and was a member of our first Wine Tasting Group. Although Alison struggled
with several medical problems over many years, she was diagnosed with cancer only four weeks
earlier. Condolences from our u3a were sent to her husband, Bruce and the family.

Drama for All contact Jan westerhamu3a@hotmail.co.uk

Another event for your new 2027 diary! Michael Sheen is in ‘Amadeus’ at the Noel Coward
Theatre, St Martin’s Lane, London and | have stalls tickets for Thursday 20" May at £65. This is an
evening performance as there are no midweek matinees and Saturdays would cost £104, as they
are not eligible for the group rate. Michael Sheen is a big draw so they are selling fast and extra
tickets may not be available. Book your place now so you are not disappointed!

Riviera Travel https://www.rivieratravel.co.uk

A recent holiday in Tuscany, booked through this company, resulted in a donation of over
£400 for Westerham u3a! When planning your holiday check them out as they give a
percentage of the cost to your local u3a and it doesn’t cost you anything!

You are receiving this as a member of Westerham u3a Charity Number 1178122
Our website: https://www.westerhamu3a.org

Our mailing address is:
Westerham u3a c/o Ruslyn, 72 Chestnut Copse, Oxted, RH8 0JJ
Copyright © 2026 Westerham u3a, All rights reserved.


https://www.westerhamu3a.org/
mailto:westerhamu3a@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.rivieratravel.co.uk/

Coach Trip to Brick Lane Music Hall 9th December 2026 westerhamu3a@hotmail.co.uk
Our Christmas Outing this year is a coach trip to the Brick Lane Music Hall, East London, to relive
the Music Hall entertainment of years gone by! It will include a 3-course lunch and the matinee of
‘All the Magic of Christmas’ show. Tickets were sold out immediately when offered but it is worth
contacting Chris as there is always the possibility of a late cancellation.

U3a Bayeux Study Day 18" September https:/surreynetwork.u3asite.uk/events

We were lucky to attend this study day at the magnificent concert hall of the Yehudi Menuhin
School in Stoke D’Abernon. The very stimulating speaker, Imogen Corrigan, was as knowledgeable
as she was amusing, giving fascinating insights throughout! The day was divided into four talks
taking us through the tapestry — which is an embroidery! - both lengthwise and chronologically.
There is much debate as to where it was made but her detective work, considering the Anglo-
Saxon symbols and implements used, indicate that English women, probably nuns, were
responsible. It could therefore have been made in England, or the women could have been taken
to Normandy. The following sessions covered the whole story, of how Harold became king, his oath
to and then betrayal of William and the battle where he died. Report by Judy

News from the Groups

Walking Group Apologies to members for the error in the September Newsletter! The
contact for the Walking Group is Elaine westerhamu3a@hotmail.co.uk. As | am sure most of
you are aware, Liz is the contact for London Explorers!

London Explorers contact Liz westerhamu3a@hotmail.co.uk

The September walk was focussed on the life of Charlie Chaplin who
rose from a poverty-stricken child to one of the world’s most
recognisable performers! It took 2 hours to wander the streets of
Kennington & Lambeth, passing houses where he lived at various
stages of his life. This included Newington Workhouse where he, aged :
7, his mother and brother were admitted, the boys being separated from their Mum! This is now
The Cinema Museum and can be visited by groups. Everyone agreed that the guide was excellent
and there was much discussion over the subsequent lunch at the Queen’s Head cafe!

Possible new Group? contact Linda westerhamu3a@hotmail.co.uk

There have been occasions when members are disappointed when the London Explorer trips they
would like to join are quickly booked up. Attempts are in hand to start a second similar group and
Linda has volunteered to be the Group Contact. If you are interested in seeing more of our great
capital — and maybe elsewhere — then Linda would love to hear from you and welcome your ideas
for future visits.

Bird Watching Trip Report contact David westerhamu3a@hotmail.co.uk
The September outing was to the Isle of Sheppey, meeting up at the
raptor viewing mound where several Marsh Harriers and hovering
Kestrels were there to welcome us. Driving on to Leysdown on Sea we
had our picnic on the sea wall, watching the birds on the pebbly beach
below. These included a juvenile bar tailed godwit, the species that
holds the record for the longest unbroken flight distance. A satellite
tagged bird flew 13,500 km from Alaska to Tasmania in 12 days! We
had an excellent day, welcoming our newest member, Anna, counting 40 species in total.

If you are interested in our feathered friends and would like to know more contact David for details
of future outings. If you are a complete beginner David is a very patient tutor and, with the help of
telescopes and pictures, he will introduce you to the magical avian world. If a seasoned birder then
another pair of eyes to aid spotting is always welcome!
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