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18th January 2015
Press release – for immediate distribution
Westerham U3A off to flying start in 2015
New groups up and running

Fascinating speaker line-up

Programme of visits and events

Although barely 18 months old, Westerham U3A is now approaching the 250-member mark and has close to 40 study groups up and running.

Chairman Lyn Snowden says: ‘With Westerham U3A, you can learn or brush up on French, Italian or Spanish, play racketball or go walking.  You can immerse yourself in great paintings and brilliant books, or discover more about your local area, historic houses or the city of London.  Our U3A offers some amazing opportunities for people to keep active – mentally and physically!’ 
Among the recently formed study groups are Architecture, and Archaeology & History, while some groups – wine appreciation and the book clubs to name but two - have proved so popular they have had to start second - or even third - groups.  

Social Secretary Tina Rhoda said: ‘As well as the study groups, we’re lucky enough to have some very interesting speakers lined up.  At our March Open Meeting (Westerham Hall, 2pm 12th  March 2015) Brian Freeland will reveal what really goes on in the theatre in his highly amusing “View from the wings”.  In April we have an insight into the works of one of England’s most enduringly popular writers, Rudyard Kipling, when Geoff Hutchinson talks on his life and verse (2pm 9th April). Non-members are welcome.’
Westerham U3A is attracting not just Westerham-ites, but also members from Oxted, Caterham, Limpsfield, Brasted, Sundridge and beyond.  For more information about becoming a Westerham U3A member, email WesterhamU3A@hotmail.co.uk or see www.westerhamU3A.org 
Ends

Editors’ notes:

· JPEGs of groups, meetings and logo are available 
· Westerham U3A is an educational charity that promotes life-long learning for those retired/no longer in full-time employment (no lower age limit)
· Membership costs £20* pa (£35 for joint membership).  There is no charge for attendance at Open Meetings, to which non-members can come on up to 3 occasions.
· Although limited to those no longer in full time paid employment, there is no lower age limit. Group leaders are unpaid volunteers.  
Press contact: Louise Wood 07824 994690
